
What Does This Mean and What Are We To Do?

Acts 2:14-47


The people were startled, confused, bewildered, amazed, and perplexed about what was 
happening (2:12). 


1. Peter answered their questions.

	 A. It was a fulfillment of what Joel had prophesied. (Joel 2:16-20)

	 B. It was what God had always planned. 

	 C. It was what David wrote about in the Psalms. (600 years before Joel)


Numbers 11:29 “But Moses said to him, "Are you jealous for my sake? If only all the LORD'S 
people were prophets, that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!”


2. What is Peter saying?

   A. What Joel prophesied has begun. The Spirit has been poured out on ordinary believers. 

   B. Joel is saying that God is going to:

	 1. Reveal himself much more fully to all his people. No one would be left out. 

	 

	 2. Pentecost is a dividing line of history. Whenever people become joined to Christ by 	 	
	 faith, the HS comes to dwell within them. Believers in Christ, are sealed by the HS.  


Ephesians 1:13 “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation--having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of the promise,”


   C. All of God’s people will prophesy. 

	 1. Don’t be frightened by the idea that you are a prophet. You have been entrusted with 		
	 the responsibility to “speak of the mighty works of God.”  


	 2. God’s people will see visions and dreams. What are we to do with that? 


Acts 2:21 “'AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD 
WILL BE SAVED.’”


	 3. The outpouring of the Spirit is connected with the offer of salvation. Salvation is for 	 	
	 everyone who will call on the name of the Lord. 


3. What’s the point of all this?

   A. Death and resurrection were always a part of God’s plan. 

	 1. Fifty days before Jesus was crucified. 


	 2. Many of those gathered were still trying to make sense of it along with the rumors 	 	
	 that Jesus had been raised from the dead. 


   B. Peter wants them to know that the Spirit being poured out is the outworking of God’s 	
sovereign plan, a plan that included death and resurrection. 


Acts 2:22-24 “"Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a Man attested to you 
by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, 
just as you yourselves know-- 23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to 
death. 24 "But God raised Him from the dead, putting an end to the agony of death, since it 
was impossible for Him to be held in its power.




4. What does this mean?

   A. The Spirit has come on all of God’s people.

   B. These events are the fulfillment of God’s foreknowledge and plan.

   C. David wrote in Psalms 16 that Jesus is the Christ. (Acts 2:25-28)

   D. Peter is drawing attention to the resurrection, ascension and return of Jesus. 


Acts 2:36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both 
Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom you crucified.”


   E. This should cause us to reevaluate who or what we put our trust in.

	 1. Those gathered were “cut to the heart.”

	 

	 2. Peter is not calling for intellectual agreement, but for a personal response to the truth. 


5. What is Peter asking them to do?

   A. Repent and be baptized. 

	 

Acts 2:38 “"Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

	 1. Repentance has and always will be the way into restored fellowship with God. 	 	
	 Repentance is turning away from whatever or whomever we’ve given our allegiance, 	 	
	 and turning toward Christ. 


	 2. Baptism would be a public demonstration of their faith in Christ. It would be a 		 	
	 humbling thing for a Jew, to submitting to baptism, and say, “Being of Jewish descent  		
	 isn’t enough.”

	 

	 3. Receive forgiveness and the Gift of the Holy Spirit. This is less about what they 	 	
	 needed to do than about what they needed to receive. They were Forgiven. 


Acts 2:39 “"For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far away, as many 
as the Lord our God will call to Himself.”


   B. Jesus can change the trajectory of your life and the lives of everyone in your family. 


Acts 2:41 “So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were 
added about three thousand souls.”


	 1. So we pray for God for Spirit-empowered opportunities for gospel conversation.


	 2. And then we rely on the Spirit for the courage and clarity we need to articulate the 	 	
	 gospel, that has been handed down to us by the twelve apostles. 


	 3. 3000 people could point to that specific day when they repented, were baptized, 	 	
	 received forgiveness and the gift of the HS. Pentecost was the dividing line in their lives. 


	 4. God continues to send laborers into the fields. (Lk. 10:2)


6. They were devoted to four things. (Acts 2:42-47)

   A. Devoted to the apostles’ teaching.

   B. They were devoted to fellowship with one another, sharing meals, including communion.

   C. They were devoted to praying together.

   D. They were devoted to taking care of those in need among them. 


